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July 7th, 2016 marks the 9th Year Anni-

versary of Igoda Children’s Village and 

the amazing work that has been done in 

Mufindi. It feels like just yesterday that 

the first Children’s Village house opened to 

serve its first four children. Today, there are 

five more Children’s houses, in addition to 

two volunteer houses, an on-site clinic, an 

Administrative office, a sewing school, a 

kindergarten and nursery school, and a 

continuing vocational school project. If 

project site growth is an indicator of pro-

gress, Foxes’ NGO has seen unparalleled 

success.  But as every organization knows, 

capital improvements can only go so far 

without the people behind them, working 

tirelessly everyday to ensure services are 

delivered to people who need them most. 

Since the very beginning, these heroes have 

been the Children’s Village guardians– from 

Mama Ene who was one of the very first 

Guardians in 2008 to all 16 full-time Mamas 

today. Without a doubt, they are the back-

bone of this NGO. To show our endless appre-

ciation and love for the guardians, Foxes’ 

NGO is fundraising to bring a much needed 

day of relaxation and pampering to the 

Children’s Village. A Swedish-trained cosme-

tologist and masseuse will arrive on-site at 

the Children’s Village to give manicures, 

pedicures, and massages at a reduced price 

to every House Mama who wants one. It will 

be a day to remember. If you are interested 

in donating, visit the gofundme page!  

A quick “Houses 2 Homes” Update!  
For more info, visit: 

www.gofundme.com/houses2homes 

The Houses 2 Homes project continues 

today. Painting has commenced on the 

Children’s Village houses with beautiful 

murals by Chasaki, a local Tinga tinga 

artist, popping up to brighten up all the 

homes. New plastic woven mats, with 

waterproof protection, line the floors of 

the houses– giving the rooms an immedi-

ately cozy feel. Now, Head of Building 

Department Ngojea Kitinusa is hard at 

work  contracting local carpenters to 

build couches, coffee tables, and shelves 

for the living room of each house. We are 

still short of our goal, and continue to look 

for generous support to complete this 

project! And to those who have already 

donated to this amazing cause, tunakushu-

kuru! (We thank you!) 

In the first week of June, secondary 

schools all over Tanzania break for 

the “winter” holiday. Just like their 

school peers, the secondary school 

students living at Igoda Children’s 

Village and locally sponsored stu-

dents returned home to the Chil-

dren’s Village. And just like their 

peers who return home to work on 

their families’ farms, all secondary 

school students participate in the 

Work-Study Program. Monday 

through Saturday, the secondary 

students sign-in to work where they 

are assigned a project by Work-Study 

Supervisor (and formed sponsored 

student!) Ngojea Kitinusa at the 

Children’s Village. Often, the students 

do environmental clean up, work in 

the garden, or help out in the Chil-

dren’s houses. Students are paid a 

daily wage which is deposited into 

their own savings 

account, from which 

they take an 

“advance” each month 

as a monthly allow-

ance for personal use.  

In the spirit of the 

#9years celebration, 15 secondary 

students took a trip to Iringa town to 

do their own purchasing of their 

school supplies for the start of the 

second semester. After a three and 

half hour car ride, the Hiace pulled 

into Iringa town filled with eager 

students, both en-

thralled and intimi-

dated by the big city. 

The boys and girls split 

up to do their respec-

tive shopping, the boys 

led by Head of Admini-

stration Isaya Mwila, 

#9years! Secondary School Students Rewarded with Town Trip  

and the girls by Rehema Mgimwa, 

Head of the Guardians. Items on 

the shopping lists included new 

track suits, school shirts, and 

shoes. This is the first time many 

of the students had been to Iringa, 

or had done their own purchasing 

for school supplies. It also allowed 

the students to better understand 

the investment Foxes’ NGO has 

made into education of each 

student. Students are excited to 

start their new semester– feeling 

and looking great!  

  

To read more about the #9years 

initiative, visit: 

www.gofundme.com/5typmdes 



 

Foxes’  Community and Wildlife Conservation Trust was established in 2005 to 

support projects aimed at combating the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic in the Mufindi district of Tanzania in East Africa.  This project came to 

be known as Foxes’ NGO. We aim to provide shelter, sustenance, education, and 

medical care for orphans, other vulnerable children, and people living with 

HIVAIDS within the project area. This work is made possible through the part-

nership of our sister charities all around the world— Orphans in the Wild (UK), 

Mufindi Orphans (USA), African Book Box (CA), Mufindin Ystavat (FN). 

“Winter Break” is no break for Kindergarten Outreach 
ers. These materials will be used in their own class-

rooms, as well as dispensed to the partner schools 

in 9 different villages to help replace lost or worn 

materials. When school starts again in mid-July, a 

seminar will be held with participating schools and 

teachers, who will no doubt appreciate their col-

leagues hard work! 

Each June and July, schools across Mufindi break 

for winter, teachers and students alike. But not our 

hardworking Kindergarten teachers at the on-site 

Interactive Learning Kindergarten classroom. They 

have utilized the empty classroom space and quiet 

time to craft more handmade materials such as 

sandpaper letters, alphabet boxes, and math count-

The Milk Powder Program– Sophie’s Task 
Since 2010, the Milk Powder Program (MPP) has been 

providing life-saving milk powder (infant formula and 

whole milk powder) and lishe powder (nutritious, calorie 

dense porridge powder) to HIV+ mothers and caretakers, 

as well as vulnerable children living at the Igoda Chil-

dren’s Village for over 6 years. Distributing milk powder 

and lishe powder is done to improve the nutritional status 

of vulnerable children in the villages and prevent vertical 

transmission (mother to child) of HIV. A positive HIV 

status, combined with low nutritional status, can mean 

that some mothers are incapable of producing enough 

breast milk, resulting in an underfed infant.  

Since the program’s inception, paper records have been 

kept meticulously on each child’s progress through the 

program, helping to keep track of what has been dis-

pensed, weight gain, and overall wellness. But it has 

been difficult to get a good picture of the work that has 

been done overall. And in came our wonderful volun-

teer Sophie Fickenscher, a gap year student who will 

be going on to American University in the Fall to study 

Public Health! She made sense of 5 years worth of data 

and files, creating a data spreadsheet that allows the 

program to track each child more closely, as well as 

provides an in-depth analysis of the impact of the Milk 

Powder Program for this community. This information 

is now being used to look at the next 5 years of the 

program, to draw up new goals, objectives, and desired 

outcomes. Thank you Sophie for your hard work!  

Guarding Our Little People  
With the arri-

val of cold 

weather in 

May, June, and 

July often 

comes illness, particularly for those who are vulner-

able populations. Infants, the elderly, and the immune

-compromised (HIV+, Cancer etc.) tend to fall ill in 

great numbers during this season, putting an added 

strain on already overwhelmed community health 

services. The children of Igoda Children’s Village tend 

to fall in both categorizes– young and immuno-

compromised– making cold season a difficult time to 

keep little people healthy.  

This year, a bad pneumonia swept the Children’s 

Village unlike any one seen in recent years. Children 

and staff alike were caught in the viral crosshairs. 

But the dedication of the House Mamas to hand wash-

ing, healthy meals, and keeping children warm and 

dry, meant all the difference to the young children 

who healed well during the difficult season. They 

reported any fevers or coughing in a timely manner, 

dispensed Panadol appropriately, and kept everyone 

on the health team alerted to any changes in health 

status. This was crucial for children like Allen, a 3 

year old boy with HIV, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, and a 

congenital heart defect. Even the slightest untreated 

symptom could be fatal. When he too caught pneumo-

nia, his caregiver noticed his fever spike, and within 

the hour, he was seen by doctors, started on antibi-

otics, and given a fluid regimen to follow. This quick 

response, combined with well-rounded care, is what 

makes our guardians the best. That’s why #9years is 

dedicated to these amazing women.  

Check out Sophie’s data below! 

Milk Powder Fast Facts 2010– 2015 

• 170 total children served from 2010
– 2015 

• 303 total caregivers impacted 

• 5,805.5 kg (12, 797.8 lbs) of milk 
powder dispensed 

• 1,750 kg (3,858.1 lbs) of lishe/
porridge powder dispensed 

• 40% of Children entered the pro-
gram as “extremely malnourished” 

• A morality rate of only 7% for 
children while enrolled in the MPP. 

 


